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AUB to hold panel discussion and lecture this week, on global politics of 
humanitarian relief and on the politics of international justice 
 
Beirut, Lebanon- 12/12/2011 - The American University of Beirut will be holding a panel 
discussion and a lecture this week, organized by the Issam Fares Institute for Public 
Policy and International Affairs (IFI). 
 

• On Wednesday December 14, 2011, the UN in the Arab World program at IFI 
will host speakers from AUB and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) in a panel 
discussion entitled, “What is the Role of Humanitarian Organizations in Shaping 
Global Politics? Exploring the Perception and Impact of MSF in Countries of 
Intervention.” 
The panel will be held at 5 p.m. in Auditorium B1, College Hall, and will be 
moderated by  Karim Makdisi, IFI’s associate director and associate professor of 
international politics at AUB.  

 
Speakers will include: 

 
Bruno Jochum, general director of MSF. Previously, he was the director of 
operations for MSF’s Operational Center in Geneva, in charge of the 
operational policy and overseeing programs in 21 countries. Jochum started 
working in medical humanitarian relief in 1993 in the Horn of Africa (Sudan, 
Somalia) and Great Lakes. 

 
Caroline Abu-Sada, MSF research unit coordinator and author of In the Eyes of 
Others: Perception of MSF and humanitarian action. She represents MSF at the 
Steering Committee of the Center for Studies and Research on Humanitarian 
Action in Geneva, a center led by both the Graduate Institute and the 
University of Geneva. 

 
Omar Al-Dewachi, assistant professor of anthropology and public health at AUB. 
His work explores the ethnography of contemporary wars in Iraq through the 
lens of health and medicine, as they pertain to questions of biopolitics, 
securitization, violence, humanitarianism, and governmentality of the post-
colonial nation-state. 
 

• The second lecture will take place on December 16, 2011 at 3 p.m. in College 
Hall, Auditorium B1.  



Entitled "The Politics of International Justice," the lecture will feature John 
Cerone, director of the New England School of Law′s Center for International 
Law and Policy. 
The lecture is jointly organized with Al-Akhbar’s Research Unit. 

 
 

ENDS 
 
For more information please contact: 
Maha Al-Azar, Assistant Director for Media Relations, ma110@aub.edu.lb, 01-353 
228 
 
Note to Editors 
About AUB 
Founded in 1866, the American University of Beirut bases its educational philosophy, 
standards, and practices on the American liberal arts model of higher education.  A 
teaching-centered research university, AUB has more than 600 full-time faculty 
members and a student body of about 8,000 students.  AUB currently offers more than 
100 programs leading to the bachelor’s, master’s, MD, and PhD degrees.  It provides 
medical education and training to students from throughout the region at its Medical 
Center that includes a full service 420-bed hospital. 
 
Stay up to date on AUB news and events. Follow us on: 
Website:           www.aub.edu.lb 
Facebook:         http://www.facebook.com/aub.edu.lb 
Twitter:            http://twitter.com/AUB_Lebanon 
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