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Abstract: By calling on their peers to “think the Maghrib” in 
the seventies, Abdelkebir Khatibi (1938-2009) and Abdallah 
Laroui (1933) each made seminal contributions to the radical 
Moroccan effort to decolonize the social sciences from their 
colonial and orientalist legacies. Despite this shared goal, 
these two figures disagreed firmly on their conception of 
socio-historical change and on Moroccan modernity, in large 
part to their interlocutors and audiences. During this 
fascinating period of intellectual renewal taking place in Paris 
and Beirut, Laroui and Khatibi engaged profoundly with 
deconstructionists, poststructuralists, reformed orientalists, 
disillusioned pan-Arabists, Marxists and new supporters of 
cultural heritage, producing an important and often neglected 
episode of Arab intellectual history. By addressing these two 
cases, this talk aims to highlight the importance of adopting a 
material perspective for the study of Arab knowledge 
production, which includes studying the influence of 
movement, reception and critical appropriation. 
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