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Drawing from rich archives in Arabic, Ottoman, French, and English—from advertisements and catalogues to 
previously unstudied documents from the archives of the Municipal Council of Beirut—A Taste for Home 
places the middle-class home at the intersection of local and global transformations. Transcending class-based 
aesthetic theories and static notions of "Westernization" alike, this book illuminates the self-representations 
and the material realities of an emerging middle class. Toufoul Abou-Hodeib offers a cultural history of late 
Ottoman Beirut that is at once global in the widest sense of the term and local enough to enter the most private 
of spaces. 
 

Toufoul Abou-Hodeib is Associate Professor of History at the University of Oslo. She earned a Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago and held postdoctoral fellowships at the University of Oslo and the “Europe in the Middle 
East-The Middle East in Europe” research program at the Wissenschaftskolleg in Berlin. She was also lecturer 
in modern Middle East History at the University of Oxford. Her research and writing focus on social history, 
material culture, and the relationship between history and memory in the modern Levant, and her work has 
appeared in the International Journal of Middle East Studies, History Compass, and the International Journal of 
Maritime History. 
 

Alexis Wick is Assistant Professor of History at the American University of Beirut. His first book, The Red Sea: 
In Search of Lost Space (University of California Press, 2016), presents an innovative account of the Ottoman 
Red Sea world even as it traces the genealogy of the concept of the sea. His current research explores the 
history of coffee, the poetics and practices of space in the Islamic tradition, and the introduction of a new 
concept of humanity in nineteenth century Ottoman and Arabic discourse. He is also writing a collection of 
essays on the various embodiments of the idea of Palestine in different times and places. 
 

Nadya Sbaiti is Assistant Professor of Middle East Studies at CAMES. She specializes in the social and cultural 
histories of the modern Middle East, with themes ranging from education, tourism, gender, and nationalism 
and colonialism. Her current manuscript explores interwar Lebanese nation and state building through the lens 
of education and the invention of historical narrative. She is the author of a number of research articles, and is 
a co-founder and co-editor of Jadaliyya.org.  
 
 


