
 

 

June 29, 2018 

Dear AUB community members, 
 
The university has lost a true servant leader and a paragon of the nursing profession 
with the passing away of Dr. Selwa Makarem (BS ’58). Distinguished alumna, former 
nurse, nurse educator, and decade-long director of the Hariri School of Nursing, Dr. 
Makarem believed passionately in the mission of AUB and dedicated her life to the 
service of others and to preparing others to serve with skill and compassion.  
 
From an early age, Dr. Makarem proved her willingness to face challenges head-on. 
Raised in a conservative family and confronted with post-polio physical challenges, Dr. 
Makarem persevered with her education and ended up earning the respect of her 
teachers and colleagues, winning the coveted Florence Nightingale Award upon her 
graduation from the school of nursing in 1958.  
 
She went on to earn her master’s in nursing supervision from Boston University and 
came back to AUB, serving as supervisor of the medical department at the AUB 
Medical Center (1962-68) and as an instructor in the nursing school (1969-73).  Going 
back to the US, she received her doctorate in nursing curriculum and instruction from 
Columbia University Teacher’s College in 1978 and went on to a flourishing academic 
career in New York and California, ending up with a tenured professorship at California 
State University, Fresno. 
 
When Dr. Makarem made the bold decision to leave behind her US career to return to 
AUB and Lebanon in 1993, she found her beloved school of nursing showing signs of 
stress from the long, hard years of civil war. Working hand-in-hand with the faculty, 
Dr. Makarem instituted a five-year plan to revamp the school’s structure and 
organization, introduce new technologies, and enhance the curriculum in order to 
reestablish HSON as the premier nursing school in the region. 
 
 
 



Among her numerous accomplishments as director, Dr. Makarem saw the school re-
registered with the New York State Education Department the same year she became 
director. She reversed the trend of low enrollment, channeled funds toward much-
needed faculty development, and set the foundation for a new master’s of science in 
nursing (MSN) program. She also played a pivotal role in organizing the First 
International Nursing Conference in Lebanon in collaboration with the University of 
Michigan School of Nursing and Villanova University College of Nursing in 1999. 
 
Just prior to her retirement in 2003, former AUB president John Waterbury honored 
Dr. Selwa Makarem as one of the great women of the university. In 2016, Dr. 
Makarem was honored again as one of AUB’s History Makers as part of its 150th 
anniversary celebrations for her contributions as a leader. 
 
I believe Selwa summed up her career best during an interview she did for MainGate 
magazine in 2007. “In conclusion,” said Dr. Makarem, “I can say that I conducted 
myself at all times with integrity and seriousness of purpose and that I served my alma 
mater with vigor, dedication, and great pride.”  I couldn’t say it better myself. 
 
Please join me in giving our sincere thanks and gratitude to Dr. Selwa Makarem for all 
she did for AUB, for the generations of nurses educated here, and for the profession 
as a whole. Our thoughts and prayers go out to her family and to all those who loved 
and respected this outstanding woman. 
 
With deepest sympathy, 
 
 
Fadlo R. Khuri, MD                                                
President                                                                 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 


