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Good afternoon, friends, family members of the graduates, excellencies, faculty, staff, trustees, and alumni, 

and graduates of the AUB-CEC Class of 2018! Congratulations to all the 358 graduates, including the 233 of 

you who are able to be with us here today to celebrate your graduation day! REP and the AUB-Continuing 

Education program are important ambassadorial outlets and impactful arms of the University. AUB’s primary 

role is to educate, to empower, and to enable the leaders of tomorrow, our undergraduate and graduate 

students. Through CEC we serve a different clientele, those whom we expect to carry the model and the 

imprimatur of AUB forward in a different but important way. You are obtaining this education in many cases 

as adults, and as adults, you are able to educate yourselves more perhaps than the young school-leavers who 

have just arrived on campus.  

One of Nelson Mandela’s most memorable phrases was recorded when he described education as “the most 

powerful weapon which you can use to change the world”. Study after study has proved this to be true. The 

continuing education that you have obtained here at AUB is, therefore, not just a powerful tool for you to 

advance your future, but an important instrument for you to deploy as you seek to make a difference in the 

lives of those around you.  

AUB seeks to position itself as the institution in the Arab world that is most impactful, that is most far 

reaching, and most of all, that is most fair. And to be fair, we need to engage a new type of students, and you 

represent these students.  

CEC provides knowledge to the community at large, all ages, all levels, all industries. Today, we will be 

bestowing certificates and diplomas in 17 different specializations. In all CEC offers courses leading to 31 

different certificates, and nine diplomas. We now are proud to call the diploma-holders “associate alumni” of 

AUB, recognizing that you have completed a minimum of eight courses over two-four years.  

Each year we have about 2,000 CEC registrations, including regular as well as corporate and youth 

development programs, and we are looking to grow those numbers. You are pioneers of a new type of 

education that continues throughout life. Indeed, the highest mark of any academician, of a true scholar, is 

being a life-long learner. So today, as you receive your certificates, we induct you into AUB’s community of 

life-long learning.  

We congratulate you on your accomplishments; we salute you for your ambitions and your goals, and we will 

support you as you make those goals and those ambitions come forth so that they can manifest themselves in 

service of the region, the country, and the world. We look forward to continuing to see you on your alma 

mater’s campus in this year and many years to come. Congratulations! 


