
  

 

January 12, 2018 

Dear AUB Community, 

This week, AUB has lost a wonderful and generous alumna, a tremendous leader 
and a true pioneer. Mona Chemali Khalaf (BA ’61, MA ’64), chair of the AUB 
President’s Club and a prominent scholar and staunch advocate for women’s 
rights, passed away while visiting her family in New York City on January 6, 2018. 
 
Throughout her life and career, Mona Khalaf was never content to accept the 
status quo, especially when it came to the empowerment of women. She 
graduated from AUB with a bachelor’s degree with distinction and a master of arts 
in economics. Mona went on to become a faculty member at the Beirut University 
College and the Lebanese American University, where she taught economics and 
was an invited speaker at numerous international conferences and workshops. 
Mona was a renowned intellectual and activist focusing on gender and 
development issues in the Arab world. She authored numerous publications on 
gender issues and women’s rights and also wrote about migration and its impact 
on women and families. From 1997 to 2005, Mona Khalaf was director of the 
Institute for Women’s Studies in the Arab World at the Lebanese American 
University (LAU) and served on the editorial board of the institute’s journal, Al 
Raida (The Pioneer). 
 

As an expert on women’s economic and social empowerment, Mrs. Khalaf 
served on numerous boards and commissions. She was a member of the 
Advisory Board of the Gender Economic Research and Policy Analysis initiative 
(GERPA) established by the World Bank and the Center of Arab Women for 
Training and Research. She also served on the Lebanese NGO Commission for 
the Preparation of the 1995 Beijing World Conference on Women; the National 
Commission for Lebanese Women (NCLW); and the Board of Trustees of the 
United Nations International Research and Training Institute for the 
Advancement of Women. 
 



Mona Khalaf also gave generously of her time in the service of her alma mater. 
She joined the AUB President’s Club as a member in 1992 and became its chair 
in 2011, working with other members of this philanthropic group to build on its 
long and proud legacy of improving the student experience at AUB. In recent 
years, the club has renovated student social spaces; equipped smart classrooms, 
computer labs, and fitness areas; sponsored international sports tournaments; 
and supported social and cultural activities. 
 
In addition to supporting projects that promote a vibrant campus life, the 
President’s Club under Mona Khalaf’s visionary guidance produced a number of 
stellar exhibitions and publications highlighting different aspects of AUB’s 
storied history, with research and archival assistance from the University 
Libraries and its Archives and Special Collections Department. 
 

In 2013, the club prepared a well‐received exhibition and booklet on AUB’s 
contribution to the UN charter and the 20 delegates that were affiliated with the 
university. Other years, their focus turned to areas such as athletics at AUB and 
student publications. On the occasion of AUB’s 150th anniversary, the club worked 
with up‐and‐coming architecture graduates to construct a special pavilion near 
Assembly Hall for their exhibition on AUB’s history of diversity, called “Genus: 
nation, gender, status.” 
 
Mrs. Khalaf is survived by her son, Dr. Amin Khalaf (BA ’90), and her daughter 
Nada. She is predeceased by her husband, Dr. Nadim Khalaf, who was a longtime 
professor and former chair of the Economics Department at AUB. 
 

Mona Chemali Khalaf was known, loved and admired—far and wide—for the 
indefatigable energy and passion with which she pursued everything in life, 
from her scholarly contributions to her service for the greater public good. She 
will be greatly missed by all. 
 

With deepest sympathy, 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
Fadlo R. Khuri, MD 
President 

 

  

  
 


